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first, as he would be most competent to direct the rescue
and also the search for the missing 'balloon-party'.
Mobile's arrival at the Cita di Milano was of little im-
portance in organising the rescue of the others, since the
captain of the ship, as a result of public opinion, did not
pay much attention to Nobile's advice. In the course of
the subsequent attempts at rescue, Lundborg's machine
crashed when landing on the ice-floe, and he was not
taken off by his companions until after an enforced stay
of some time with the tent party. On July isth the
remaining five men were relieved by the Russian ice-
breaker Krassin which had just taken on board the two
survivors of the Malmgren party. These had been
discovered from one of the planes in a miserable
condition on an ice-floe.
Thus ended the last great polar catastrophe, which
cost eight men their lives, and wrecked the career of
their leader.
Nevertheless, the use of airships in the Arctic had not
been abandoned. A group of scientists drawn from all
countries agreed as early as 1925 to form an interna-
tional organisation, the 'Aeroarctic', the object of which
was the scientific survey of the Arctic from the air. In
1931 they succeeded in realising a carefully thought-out
plan. What was perhaps the best airship in the world
was at their disposal, and the pilot was Hugo Eckener
himself, at the head of a skilled and thoroughly trained
crew of thirty men. No fewer than fifteen scientists took
part as representatives of different countries. From Ger-
many the course was set first to Leningrad, where a land-
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